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Abdul Kalam, A.P.J., 91 

Abdullah, Omar, xxiii 

Abraham, John, xvi–xvii 

accidents. See railway crossing accidents; road 

accidents 

A.C. Neilson, 92 

Adams, Nicola, 172, 173, 174 

adverse selection problem, xxiv–xxvi 

AIDS/HIV, 153–59 

Aiyar, Shekhar, 119, 120 

Akabayashi, Hideo, 136 

Ali, Ayfer, 102–3 

altruism: in animals, 6–7, 9–10; economic view of, 

12–16; examples of, 2–3; as exceptional, 

18; types of, 8–11, 24, 25. See also apathy; 

charity 

Ambani, Mukesh, 123 

America. See United States 

Anderson, Siwan, 181–84 

Andhra Pradesh, 156, 184 

apathy: examples of, 4–5, 21, 22–23, 194n; as norm, 

12, 18. See also altruism 

arbitrage, 130 

Aristotle, 129 

Asian 'tigers,' 73–74 

astrology, belief in. See mythological beliefs 

athletes. See specific individuals 

Atlantic magazine, 88 

auspiciousness. See luck 

authoritarianism vs. democracy, 71–78 

automobiles. See road accidents 

autorickshaw drivers. See taxi drivers 

availability heuristic (cognitive bias), 79 

Azharuddin, Mohammad, 120 

 

Bain & Co., 146, 148 

Bajpai, Shivam, 21–22 

Banerjee, Abhijit, and Esther Duflo, Poor Economics: 

A Radical Rethinking of the Way to Fight 

Global Poverty, 48 

Baroda, 88 

Basu, Kaushik, xi 

Batson, Daniel, 15–16 

Becker, Gary, 13 

behavioural economics: overview of, 41–42; accident 

prevention and, 53–57; 'nudges,' 51–53, 58 

Behavioural Insight Team (Britain), 52 

beliefs. See mythological beliefs 

bell curve, 160 

'benevolent dictatorship,' 75, 79 

Bertrand, Marianne, 48 

Bhagwat, Mohan, 84 

Bhagwati, Jagdish, 160 

Bhattacharya, Rahul, 173 

bias, statistical. See methodology; statistics 

biases, cognitive. See cognitive biases and failures 

Bihar, 184 

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 153–54 

Bindra, Abhinav, A Shot at History, 172–73 

birth rates, beliefs and, 133–40 

Biyani, Kishore, 140 

BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party), 91, 93, 97, 158. See also 

NDA (National Democratic Alliance) 

Blackwill, Robert, 154 

Bombay Stock Exchange, 127 

Bose, Subhas Chandra, 82–83 

Britain, 45, 74, 83–84, 85 

British India: female infanticide in, 179; legacies of, 

positive vs. negative, 84–88; nostalgia for, 

176–77; Partition and independence of, 

2–3, 11, 43, 74–75, 151–52. See also 

Indian history 

BSP (Bahujan Samaj Party), 97, 108–11 

business management, 142–43 

'bystander effect,' 22, 194n 

 

cab drivers. See taxi drivers 

Cambridge, England, 111–12 

Canada, 115–16, 132, 165 

capitalism, 141–42, 144–45 

cars. See road accidents 

'causal determinism,' 89 

causation vs. correlation, 171 

Census (2011), 177 

Centers for Disease Control (US), 67 

Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS), 

95, 96 

Chamberlain, Neville, 83 

Chandrashekhar, B.S., 120 

Chang, Iris, The Rape of Nanking: The Forgotten 

Holocaust of World War II, 1–2 

charity, 146–49. See also altruism 

Chaudhary, Latika, 86 

Chennai, 57 

'Chicago School' of economics, 19, 63, 193n 

child malnutrition, 159–62 

Chile, 73, 81 

China: altruism and apathy in, 5, 14, 27; economic 

development of, 72, 75, 78, 79; and global 

financial crisis (2007 to present), 145; 

mythological beliefs in, effects of, 132–33, 

136–40; sex ratios in, 70–71, 178–79; war 

with India (1962), 28–32, 42–42, 45–46, 76 

choice architecture. See behavioural economics 

Christianity, 129, 142 

Clinton, Bill, 154 

clothing, as signalling, xxii–xxiii 

CNN-IBN, 71, 95 
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cognitive biases and failures: overview of, 41; 

availability heuristic, 79; hot hand fallacy, 

80; ideology as, 43–44; law of small 

numbers, 81; leadership attribution bias, 

79–80; negativity bias, 176; nostalgia as, 

176; overconfidence bias, 45; reversing 

conditional probabilities, 79; status quo 

bias, 41 

cognitive psychology, 41–42, 82 

Cohen, Eliot A., and John Gooch, Military Misfortunes: 

The Anatomy of Failure in War, 45 

collective action problem. See coordination problem 

Collins, Larry, and Dominique La Pierre, Freedom at 

Midnight, 151 

colonialism. See British India 

commodification, 150 

Congress Party, 91–95, 107–8, 110, 112–14 

Constituent Assembly of British India, 75, 151–52 

cooperation, and reciprocal altruism, 9–10, 25 

coordination problem, xii–xiv, 17–18 

correlation vs. causation, 171 

corruption, 72–73 

cost-benefit analysis: of altruism, 8–9, 13–16; of 

crossing railway tracks, 38–39; of 

gambling, 33–34; of government 

intervention, 19–20; of punctuality vs. 

tardiness, xiii, xvi; of taxi fare refusal, 

xviii–xix 

costs: opportunity, xviii, 14–15, 27; time, 15–16, 36, 

39, 48–50; transaction, 20–21 

Council of Europe, report on H1N1 by, 163 

counterfactuals: in history, 82–86, 89–90; in missing 

women problem, 179, 181; in road safety 

analysis, 61–69 

Cray, Laura, 82 

cricketers, 118–20 

CSDS (Centre for the Study of Developing Societies), 

95, 96 

cultural norms, ix–xvi 

 

Dainik Bhaskar, 174 

Dalai Lama, 30–31 

Dandona, Lalit, 155–57 

Darley, John, 15–16 

Darwin, Charles, 5–6 

dating, as optimal stopping problem, xx–xxi 

Dawkins, Richard, The Selfish Gene, 6, 11 

Dehejia, Vivek (author), xxii, xxv, 33 

Delhi, 34–35, 65–69 

'deliberative' vs. 'implemental' mindset, 44 

demand and supply, xix–xx, 62–63 

democracy vs. authoritarianism, 71–78 

demographics. See sex ratios 

development. See economic development 

dictatorship, 'benevolent,' 75, 79 

division of labour, 9–10 

DMK (Dravida Munnetra Kazagham), 95 

DNA (Daily News and Analysis), 174–75 

domestic help, xxiv–xxv, 149 

domestic violence. See women 

Dominic, Biju, 53 

donations, 146–49. See also altruism 

dowries, 178 

'Dragon' years, Chinese beliefs about, 136–40 

dress, as signalling, xxii–xxiii 

Drèze, Jean, 169, 170, 171 

drivers. See road accidents; taxi drivers 

drug companies, 162–63 

Duflo, Esther, and Abhijit Banerjee, Poor Economics: 

A Radical Rethinking of the Way to Fight 

Global Poverty, 48 

 

Easterly, William, 78–79, 81 

eclipses, economic impact of, 129–32 

economic development: country-specific paths towards, 

145; democracy vs. authoritarianism and, 

72–76, 78–81; of India, 84–85, 86–88, 93, 

161. See also poverty 

economics: beliefs in, importance of, 124–25, 130–31, 

150; counterfactuals in, 61–63, 70; 

evolutionary biology compared with, 

12–13; explanatory power of, xi, xvi, 

xxvi–xxvii. See also behavioural 

economics 

Economic Times, 109 

Economist magazine, 173 

economy, Indian. See Indian economy 

education, in British India, 86–88 

'efficiency wage,' xxv 

'efficient markets hypothesis,' 130 

elections, 71, 76, 92–95, 107–11 

electoral systems, 94, 98, 110–11 

Eliade, Mircea, 142 

Elusive Quest for Growth, The: Economists' Adventures 

and Misadventures in the Tropics 

(Easterly), 78 

Emergency (1975 to 1977), 70, 77–78 

Empire: How Britain Made the Modern World 

(Ferguson), 84–85 

equilibrium (game theory), xii–xvi 

ethnic diversity, charity and, 147 

Euro crisis (2012 to present), 144 

evolutionary biology, human behaviour and, 5–13, 176 

excess demand, for taxis, xix–xx 

Expert Political Judgement: How Good Is It? How Can 

We Know? (Tetlock), 102 

experts, media coverage of, 100–101, 102–3, 165–68. 

See also media 

externalities, 193n 
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Facebook, 104 

farmers, cognitive failure in, 50 

female infanticide, 135, 179, 183 

Ferguson, Niall, 83, 84–85 

Fernandes, Priyanka, 4 

Fernandes, Reuben, 4, 14, 23 

festivals, Hindu, 124–25, 126 

FinalMile, 53–57 

financial crisis, global (2007 to present), 144 

'Fire Horse' years, Japanese beliefs about, 133–36 

'first past the post' electoral systems, 94, 98, 110–11 

First World War, 44–45 

flows vs. stocks, 182 

flu virus, 162–63 

Fogel, Robert, 83 

Fooled by Randomness: The Hidden Role of Chance in 

Life and in the Markets (Taleb), 106–7 

foot overbridges (FOBs). See railway crossing 

accidents 

Fortin, Nicole, 132 

Foshan, China, 5 

France, Good Samaritan laws in, 26 

Freedom at Midnight (Collins and La Pierre), 151 

free will, 89 

French, Patrick, India: An Intimate Biography of 1.2 

Billion People, 113 

Future Babble: Why Expert Predictions Fail and Why 

We Believe Them Anyway (Gardner), 104 

Future Group, 140, 143 

 

Gallipoli, Battle of, 45 

gambling, 32–35, 128 

game theory, xii 

Gandhi, Indira, 70, 76, 77–78, 113 

Gandhi, Mahatma, 28 

Gandhi, Rajiv, 111–13 

Gandhi, Sanjay, 70, 113 

Gandhi, Sonia, 111–14 

Gardner, Dan, Future Babble: Why Expert Predictions 

Fail and Why We Believe Them Anyway, 

104 

Gates, Bill, 153–54 

gender. See women 

general election (2004), 92–95, 107–11 

genes, selfish, 6, 9, 10, 12 

Genovese, Kitty, 194n 

Germany, 82, 83–84, 89, 166 

girls, neglect of, 180. See also women 

Gladwell, Malcolm, Outliers: The Story of Success, 114 

global financial crisis (2007 to present), xxv–xxvi, 107, 

144 

godmen, charitable donations to, 148 

gods and goddesses, Hindu, 124–25, 129, 144 

gold markets, 122–27, 149 

golf, luck in, 128 

Gooch, John, and Eliot A. Cohen, Military Misfortunes: 

The Anatomy of Failure in War, 45 

Good Samaritan laws, 25–26 

government interventions in markets, 20, 144–45 

Great Partition, The: The Making of India and Pakistan 

(Khan), 2–3 

group selection, 13 

Guha, Ramachandra, 31–32 

gurus, charitable donations to, 148 

 

H1N1 influenza virus, 162–63 

Haldane, J.B.S., 7–8 

Hamilton, William, 8 

Hamilton's rule, 8–9, 12–13 

Haryana, 183, 184 

Hazare, Anna, 73 

health. See public health 

Heisenberg uncertainty principle, 106 

hierarchical societies, signalling in, xxiii–xxiv 

Hill, Andrew, 132 

Himachal Pradesh, 184 

Hinduism, son preference and, 178 

Hindu mythology, 124–25, 129, 144, 151–52 

Hindus, 84–85, 122–27, 147–48 

Hindustan Times, 71 

Hindu temples, 122–24, 147–48, 149–50 

history, counterfactuals in, 82–85. See also Indian 

history 

HIV/AIDS, 153–59 

Holocaust, 2 

home field advantage, 118 

Hong Kong, economic development of, 73 

hot hand fallacy (cognitive bias), 80 

housing markets, 132–33, 144 

Huang, Jeff, 132 

human capital, British failure to invest in, 87 

Hvistendahl, Mara, Unnatural Selection: Choosing 

Boys over Girls, and the Consequences of a 

World Full of Men, 179 

Hyderabad, Nizam of, 88 

 

ideology, as cognitive bias, 43–44 

IIM (Indian Institutes of Management), 117 

IIT (Indian Institutes of Technology), 65, 117 

imperfect information, xxi–xxvi 

imperialism. See British India 

'implemental' vs. 'deliberative' mindset, 44 

INC (Indian National Congress). See Congress Party 

incentive(s): car safety technologies and, 63–65, 68–69; 

fines as, 40; infrastructure as, 39–40; media 

recognition as, 24–25; nudges as, 51–53; 

use of, in problem solving, 27 
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inclusive fitness, 8–9, 11 

income, effect on sex ratios, 183 

Independence Day, date of, 151–52 

India: An Intimate Biography of 1.2 Billion People 

(French), 113–14 

India-China war (1962), 28–32, 42–43, 45–46, 76 

Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom, 122 

Indian culture: British influence on, 84–85; charity in, 

146–50; democracy in, 71–73; gold in, 

123–27; littering in, xiii–xiv; punctuality 

and tardiness in, ix–xvi, xxi–xxii; taxi fare 

refusal in, xvi–xxi. See also Indian social 

issues 

Indian economy, 66, 123–27, 144–45, 160, 161 

Indian Express, 92, 95, 109, 174 

Indian history: counterfactual possibilities in, 86; 

economic, 66, 144–45, 160, 161; 

Emergency (1975 to 1977), 70, 77–78; 

India-China war (1962), 28–32, 42–43, 

45–46, 76. See also British India 

Indian social issues: child malnutrition, 159–62; 

HIV/AIDS, 153–59; railway crossing 

accidents, 35–40, 53–57; road accidents, 

22, 59–60, 65–69; violent crime, 4, 14, 23, 

169–70; women, status of, 99–100, 

163–69, 175. See also Indian culture; 

poverty 

'Indian Stretchable Time,' ix–x 

'India Shining' election campaign, 93 

Indigo airlines, xiv–xv, 148 

Industrial Revolution, British, 74, 85 

infanticide, female, 179, 183 

influenza virus, H1N1, 162–63 

insurance, limits to, 19 

Intelligent Life, 173, 175 

interest groups, capture of laws by, 19 

investment, in gold, 124–27, 149 

investors, effect of eclipses on, 130–31 

irrationality. See rationality 

'ISH' watch, x 

Iyer, Lakshmi, 87, 168 

 

Jammu and Kashmir, 30 

Japan, 1–2, 133–36 

Jesus Christ, 129 

Jews, 2 

Jinnah, Mohammad Ali, 151 

Johnson, Dan, 102–3 

Johnson, Dominic, 44, 45 

Johnson, Noel, 138–39 

John Templeton Foundation, 23 

Judeo-Christian mythology, 141–42 

 

Kahneman, Daniel, 41, 46, 47, 48, 79 

Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh, 21–22 

karma, 89, 148 

Kerala, 184 

Khan, Yasmin, The Great Partition: The Making of 

India and Pakistan, 3 

Khera, Reetika, 169, 170, 171 

Khurja, Punjab, 3 

kinship altruism, 8–9, 11, 25 

Kolkata (Calcutta), 31 

Kom, Mary, 172–75 

Krishna Menon, V.K., 43, 45 

 

labour markets, luck vs. ability in, 116–17 

Landes, William, 13, 26 

La Pierre, Dominique, and Larry Collins, Freedom at 

Midnight, 151 

law of small numbers bias (psychology), 81 

leaders, 46–47, 71–73, 79–80. See also specific 

individuals 

leadership attribution bias (psychology), 79–80 

Lee Kwan Yew, 72 

'lemons' problem, xxiv–xxvi 

Lepori, Gabriele, 127, 128, 130–31 

'libertarian paternalism,' 52–53 

LinkedIn, 116–17 

littering, xiii–xiv 

Little Yueyue (Little Joy), 5, 15, 23 

lotteries, overconfidence bias in, 46–47 

luck: in history, 90; in labour market, 116–17; lucky 

numbers, 132–33; in sports, 117–20; 

superstitions about, 128. See also 

randomness; uncertainty 

 

Macquarie (firm), 125, 127 

Madhya Pradesh, 184 

Maharashtra, 27, 184 

Mahathir Mohammed, 72 

malnutrition, child, 159–62 

management theory, Western, 142–43 

Mani, Anandi, 50 

Manipur, 172 

Manmohan Singh, 84 

market(s): efficient markets hypothesis, 130–31; 

failure, 19–20; gold, 123–27; labour, 

116–17; morality and, 23, 150; 

mythological perspective on, 144–45; 

real-estate, 132–33, 144; stock, 127–32 

marriages, 125, 135–36 

Marthanda Varma, 123 

Marxism, 85, 142 

mathematical models, 62–63 

maximizers (economics), 12 

Mayawati, 109 
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media: autocracies vs. democracies in, portrayal of, 79; 

experts in, 100–101, 103–5, 169; opinion 

polls in, 92, 95; oversimplification by, 185; 

positive vs. negative stories in, 173–76; 

public health stories in, 154–55, 159; 

social, 104–5 

Mega Millions lottery, 32, 46 

Meter Down campaign, xvi, xviii 

methodology: of child malnutrition study, 159–62; of 

HIV/AIDS study, 155–59; of missing 

women study, 181–85; of official statistics, 

167; of violence against women survey, 

163–68. See also statistics 

Mid-Day (Mumbai), xvi 

middle classes, 71–73, 76, 96–97, 146 

Military Misfortunes: The Anatomy of Failure in War 

(Cohen and Gooch), 45 

mindsets, 'deliberative' vs. 'implemental,' 44 

missing women. See sex ratios 

Mitra, Ajay, 126 

models, predictive, 62–63, 102–3, 157–58 

Mohan, Dinesh, 65, 67, 68 

monitoring, in principal-agent problem, xxiv 

moral hazard, xxiv–xxv 

morality, effect of capitalism on, 23 

motives. See incentive(s) 

Mountbatten, Edwina, 30 

Mountbatten, Louis, 151–52 

Mugabe, Robert, 77 

Mullainathan, Sendhil, 48, 50 

multiple equilibria (game theory), xii–xvi 

Mumbai, xvi–xxi, 4, 35–40 

murder, 4, 169–71, 189–90n 

Muslims, 85, 152 

Mysore, 88 

mythological beliefs: birth rates affected by, 133–40; 

economic policy and, 141–45; and Indian 

independence, date of, 151–52; markets 

affected by, 122–32, 149. See also religion 

 

Nanda, Alok, x 

Nanking (Nanjing), China, 1–2 

National Intelligence Council (NIC), HIV/AIDS report 

by, 153, 158–59 

natural selection. See evolutionary biology 

Nazis, 2, 26, 83 

NDA (National Democratic Alliance), 91 

NDTV, 92 

negativity bias (psychology), 176 

Nehru, Jawaharlal, 28–32, 42, 45, 75, 150–51 

neoclassical economics, 41 

New Republic, 85 

New York Times, 79 

Nineteen Eighty-Four (Orwell), 89 

Nizam of Hyderabad, 88 

Nobel Prize in Economics, 41–42 

normal distribution, 160 

nostalgia, as cognitive bias, 176–77 

Nudge: Improving Decisions About Health, Wealth and 

Happiness (Sunstein and Thaler), 51–53 

nudges. See behavioural economics 

numerology, Chinese, 132–33 

Nye, John, 138–39 

 

Obama, Barack, 52, 146 

Occam's razor, 108 

offsetting behaviour, 63–65, 68–69, 70–71 

Olympic Games, 102–3, 172–73 

On the Waterfront, 82 

opinion polls. See surveys 

opportunity costs, xviii, 14–15, 27 

optimal control theory, xx–xxi, 180 

Orissa, 184 

Orwell, George, Nineteen Eighty-Four, 89 

Outliers: The Story of Success (Gladwell), 114 

Overconfidence and War: The Havoc and Glory of 

Positive Illusions (Johnson), 45 

overconfidence bias (psychology), 45–47, 51, 54–55 

Oxfam India, 146–47 

 

Padukone, Deepika, xx 

Panagariya, Arvind, 160–62 

Panikkar, K.M., 152 

Partition of British India. See British India 

Patel, Vallabhai, 43 

patriarchy, 171, 178, 183 

Pattanaik, Devdutt, 140–43 

pedestrians. See railway crossing accidents; road 

accidents 

Peltzman, Sam, 61–62, 63, 68, 69–70 

Peltzman effect. See offsetting behaviour 

Peng Yu, 14 

pharmaceutical companies, 162–63 

physical capital, British failure to invest in, 87 

Pielke, Roger, Jr., 103 

Pinochet, Augusto, 73, 81 

Plutarch, 129 

police, 22–23, 34–35, 46–47, 57 

politicians. See leaders; specific individuals 

politics. See elections; Indian social issues 

Poor Economics: A Radical Rethinking of the Way to 

Fight Global Poverty (Banerjee and 

Duflo), 48 

poor people: cognitive failure in, 48–50; 'nudges' for, 

52–53; railway crossing accidents and, 

36–39; role in general election (2004), 93; 

in surveys, 96–97, 156–57. See also 

poverty 

population growth, policies to limit, 70 
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Posner, Richard, 13, 26 

poverty, 72–73, 75, 87–88. See also economic 

development; poor people 

Prasad, Ram, 53 

preferences, for sons, 70–71 

press. See media 

prices, 124–25, 130–32, 150 

princely states, economic development of, 87–88 

principal-agent problem, management of domestic help 

as, xxiv 

Prisoner's Dilemma, smoking ban as, 17–18 

profit maximization, 143–44 

property markets, 132–33 

proportional representation, 98 

Protestantism, capitalism as form of, 142 

psychological costs, of altruism, 15–16 

psychology: and behavioural economics, 41–42; of 

cultural traits, xvi; of good luck, beliefs 

about, 128–31; of home field advantage, 

118; of news coverage, 176–77; of railway 

crossing accidents, 55–56; of 

rationalizations, 106–7. See also 

behavioural economics; cognitive biases 

and failures; mythological beliefs 

public health statistics, methodology issues in, 153–63 

punctuality and tardiness, ix–xvi, xxi–xxii 

pundits. See experts 

Punjab, 3, 183, 184 

 

quantum mechanics, randomness in, 106 

'QWERTY' keyboard, xv 

 

Rabe, John, 2, 11 

railway crossing accidents, 35–40, 53–57. See also road 

accidents 

Raj, the. See British India 

Rajasthan, 183 

Ramcharan, Rodney, 119 

randomness: in election results, 107–8, 110; in Gandhi, 

Sonia, career of, 111–14; human refusal to 

accept, 106–7; in refugee claims, success 

of, 115–16; in sports careers, 119–20. See 

also luck; uncertainty 

random sampling, 96–97 

Rape of Nanking, The: The Forgotten Holocaust of 

World War II (Chang), 1–2 

rationality, 40–41, 45, 127–28, 130–31 

Ray, Debraj, 181–84 

real-estate markets, 132, 144 

reciprocal altruism, 9–10 

reference populations, 159–60, 161 

refugee claims, random success of, 115–16 

Rehaag, Sean, 115 

religion: and charity, 124, 147–48, 149. See also 

mythological beliefs 

rent-seeking, 19 

response bias (statistics), 97–98 

reversing conditional probabilities bias (psychology), 

79 

RLD (Rashtriya Lok Dal), 110 

road accidents, 34–35, 57, 59–61, 63–69. See also 

railway crossing accidents 

'Road Safety Week,' 34–35 

Romney, Mitt, 146 

RSS (Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh), 84 

rule of law, xiv 

Russia, 145 

 

safety. See railway crossing accidents; road accidents 

sampling error, 96–97, 158 

Sangai Express, 175 

Sankhe, Prasanna, x 

Santos, Keenan, 4, 14, 23 

Sathya Sai Baba, 148 

Save Life Foundation, 22, 24–25 

Sayajirao Gaekwad III, Maharaja, 88 

Schindler, Oskar, 2, 3, 11 

seatbelt laws, offsetting behaviour and, 60–61, 65–69 

Second World War, 82–84, 89 

'secretary problem,' 187n 

selection bias (statistics/economics), 77 

self-interest, 12, 25 

Selfish Gene, The (Dawkins), 6 

selfish genes, 6, 9, 10, 12 

selflessness. See altruism 

Sen, Amartya, 85, 178–79 

sentinel surveillance data, 155 

sex ratios, 70–71, 170–71, 177–85 

Shafir, Eldar, 48, 50 

shortages, of taxis, xix–xx 

Shot at History, A (Bindra), 172–73 

Shrinathji temple, 148 

signalling (economics), xxii–xxiv 

Sikhs, 3, 113 

simulations. See models 

Singapore, 72, 73 

Singh, Manmohan, 84 

Sinha, Shatrugan, 154 

skewness (psychology), 46–47 

'slack,' cognitive failure and, 48–50 

Smith, Vernon, 41–42 

smoking bans, altruism and, 16–18 

social issues, Indian. See Indian social issues 

social media, 104–5 

social norms, origins of, ix–xvi 

social preferences, 13 

socio-economic indicators, 160–61 

son preference, 70–71, 178–81 
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South Asian Schindler, 3, 11 

South Korea, 73 

SP (Samajwadi Party), 108–11 

Spielberg, Steven, 122 

sports, 69, 80, 117–20, 128, 172–75 

Sri Padmanabhaswamy temple, 122–23, 147, 149, 150 

'Star Trek,' 89 

statistics: correlation and causation in, 171, 184; error 

in, sources of, 95–99; law of large numbers 

in, 81; measurement issues in, 147–49, 

163–69; official vs. unofficial, 167, 170; 

selection bias in, 77, 78; socio-economic 

indicators, 160–61; statistical significance, 

110–11. See also surveys 

status quo bias (psychology), 41, 51 

sterilization, forced, 70 

stock markets, effects of eclipses on, 127–28, 130–32 

stock vs. flows, 182 

strategies, pure vs. mixed (game theory), xii 

stress, psychological, and decision-making, 14–16, 

48–50 

sub-cultures, xiv 

Subramanya, Rupa (author), 109 

sub-Saharan Africa, 159, 160–61 

Sundararajan, T.P., 122 

Sunstein, Cass, 51–53, 176 

superstitions. See mythological beliefs 

surveys: error in, sources of, 96–99; of experts, 100, 

165–68; in general election (2004), 92, 95; 

of public opinion, 71–72, 73, 76, 116–17. 

See also experts; media; statistics 

Sutherland, Jabez T., 88 

'swine flu,' 162–63 

Switzerland, 126 

 

Taiwan, 73, 137–38 

Taleb, Nassim Nicholas, Fooled by Randomness: The 

Hidden Role of Chance in Life and in the 

Markets, 106–7 

Tamil Nadu, 50, 95, 184 

tardiness and punctuality, ix–xvi, xxi–xxii 

taxes, 116, 126 

taxi drivers, xvi–xxi, 68–69 

television. See media 

Tetlock, Philip, Expert Political Judgement: How Good 

Is It? How Can We Know?, 102, 103–4 
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